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PREFACE 


HE Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of 
the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision 
of the King James Version, published in 1611. 

The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct translation 
from the original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to be printed, was the 
work of William Tyndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused of will- 
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments 
were ordered to be burned as “untrue translations.” He was finally betrayed 
into the hands of his enemies, and in October 1536, was publicly executed 
and burned at the stake. 

Yet Tyndale’s work became the foundation of subsequent English versions, 
notably those of Coverdale, 1535: Thomas Matthew (probably a pseudonym 
for John Rogers), 1537; the Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and 
the Bishops’ Bible, 1568. In 1582 a translation of the New Testament, made 
fom the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars, was published at 

eims. 

The translators who made the King James Version took into account all 
of these pecune versions; and comparison shows that it owes something 
to each of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever 
source, which had stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially 
in the New Testament, to Tyndale. 

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular 
use; but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two and a half centuries 
no other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The 
King James Version became the ‘‘Authorized Version’’ of the English- 
sPeane peoples. 

The King 








monument of English prose. 5 I essed_ad 

Hts simple y, its dignity, its power, its ha SS . he 
music of its cadences, an e felicities of its fF 7 entered, as no 
other book Ras, into the making of the personal character and the public 


jas, 1 
institutions of the English-speaking peoples. We owe to it an incalculable 


E ve _ defects. By the middle of the 
nineteenth century, the development oi cal studies and the discovery 
of many manuscripts more ancient than those upon which the King James 


Version was based, made it manifest that these Getects i re so many and so 

ci Vv. of the English translation. ie task was under- 
aken, by authority of the Church of England, in 1870. The English Revised 
Version of the Bible was published in 1881~1885; and the American Standard 
Version, its variant embodying the preferences of the American scholars 
associated in the work, was published in 1901. 

Because of unhappy experience with unauthorized publications in the 
two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the text of the 
English Revised Version in the supposed interest of the American public, 
the American Standard Version was copyrighted, to protect the text from 
unauthorized changes. In 1928 this soornent was acquired by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, and thus passed into the ownership 
of the churches of the United States and Canada which were associated in 
this Council through their boards of education and pubtication. 

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge of the text 
of the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether 
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“Now it is high time to awake.” 
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50,000 Errors 
in the Bible? 











ECENTLY a young man purehased a 

King James Version Bible thinking it 
was withoui error. One day when glancing 
through a back issue of Louk magazine 
he came across an article entitled “The tremely x 
Truth About the Bible,” which said that ciably at 
“as early as 1720, an English authority text. 
estimated that there were at least 20,000 
errors in the two editions of the New 
Testament commonly read by Protestants 
and Catholics. Modern students say there 
are probably 50,000 errors.” The young 
man was shocked. His faith In the Bible’s W4'I TE To 
authenticity was shaken. “How can the Of carr 
Bible be reliable when it contains thou. a-+r 
sands of serious discrepancies and inaccu- TE —>E 
racies?”’ he asks. 






SEPTEMBER 3 195; AWAKE! 


CNVOV ple SAE pe dren Gil Tas (| pas) ALE 30 by pe » 


¥\ 


I ra See CEL POT CT Ged cy hope 
Clare ly crenead $ (al Sf eat Y ode Opens Myo Opn Cui 
sol eH pe NES bp nty oy DL Gila piel pt col 
OW Jy TLL bw off wey AES SLY LSI Leyla 
pla sly c ailyey cand Ditty ab acrad Igy Lol 2 SI lia 
oLE O] ASU ptganls U oll Wye ts tbls wre Ker ely LS 
taal 

CAS al ee pab Alas Le Oped ys Gail op ge apg 0] 
geld Ada CiTglg I LAL ot pb alae Le pati Opry 6 ail 
ESI fll Hl Open 21 ts pple G ab Ul SLi! 
3B ella h cays. Uh ill une yl Lb Shan... Ca esi 
van (W)aglas Ues Cath Spa Ug coe eal LSI ad of elles 
(barre Sli be JSF Gall yy 

ode YYW ol te gd sls I LU gl Ca LL I 
Ugrar le Ogrerevall Syl dl — dapel i pela! _ elas Yl cp 
ce ple abs ail of Siete eee Nia G eSly . porn iniy 
: . elas Vly cals pill oda Ae cp da jae 

Col aby fF ol ial Of be GT J! rae Wiley 1 
dortll opal 9. (VE TV Lael boys) (piles eal yey 
dal fy Cao deal Saeed 5 Ce LtIy LS Fos 
Lita cranial tl GIS gd Calmah » & ll LIEW tape! 
laws . elite ot gl (bethulah ) LAS cody Sl Gard G 


¥¥ 


Yin (opal OF a jbl Sel OY] dey Y eee 
AN op bal oll BW Lk y Ul ode YY aks 
» Celdall > Ugigd  Ipllj Lb alle aa Lay 
2 Syl Y opp 

Le LS 9 6 CSgl2Y aglye capri! org tyny ail cpl g® cg e)? 
de Md GO graces phy 6S 39,95! dng SS! pJLas 3 Late 
iw 

YS dey! set db at > gal al Hi iS GIy —2 
ry Linge esl). da WALL I OSS op cob or IS chee 
(V4 

Ups Ot gay Sane SII aly y S] eat OF peed sl goa Ws 
(begotten ) 41SU! o.ia Weel! praall SES ele GS 
A BAIS ELSI! ony laaly Hic Ipae of Sy (apy) easy 
ees aily 6 ( pdall ESI ge CLIT sre op ssl 
GES, go (le Cll jase ly else das LSS ois Gayle 
lgesj ella! 

Oats Slpand! IG. 15 Gat pce al. Ig al i! I,SLSy» 
ee leg Ny pew Iyeo ol Ida SLL! 5H5 wa" (Rey a 
(AY AA mw)» (Sy does ol al 

LSE Ue oS Wy GS epee Of HEY! IL! es 
OL wl dad pail GES ogy id Qt Gab GH I 
ie 


rr 


( Gedem) . Cay oly AL od» 
Tose! CyLadl Lob, 

CI l9 dehy OW BW cLantt gap gt oY» —3 
(M10 dg Vi bemey Ulayy ac dely BH ejay will 

Po pall SSL clad! qe b SI oT io Ad! olay 
idab! ode Igo intel opal orl 559 cdall pall piles aol 
Quttie bij Dd! oie CIS Ad le gh pad pt Og Lal 
ta dell ae ope Gee CLT dy aL ode JI,b 
eK il pilall 3 dactl ad 1244 JI oe iy rages ery) 
By Sy 6 ge age ye Cy pl slice YI Lia Jj Ld ¢ ll OSU 
CLL py se dad l OL oie cies 

BU uel ll Nga eg Ol ell — pe Ldey 
cdl CESS SAT EIT oy pgaley HALL pei ael 
yl 2 SN OLDE Aud! pill Sls J! peer Wh ow pe 
LOVVY lacl) . (sels af ail Lal SS Te Iya BW Iya Von 
2 elend! J! Cell duo 

GUI xtell opal falar Wy olin tl bol ai ot 
OGLE] dog. clandt LS! roel apee gh donna Opal ll Ugl> 
go> eV isi Lay 9 ly Sy Qa COLL G bai 
OU LEY Olay (cL SL cell agen) 6 gies ey sel 
Ae NAO ple LSA JTF pate LT IS 3 enageye LL 
13 dy Y anal uenall ab 


Y¢ 


Be ntey ell SE BL Gent il tal le ae Gy 
VAIN Gade) CB ene 

eo. Ctlamdl S} davey mgie 2,1! eS ly ge Lodge 
Covey £ 

eel ot ls Gt pe pty 15 Ce I ly tal Oy 
te resi} OF pla Ge tain wl) ad doi Cae antl 
Coe ely ELS ws 6 Al jet aie gee ee pol! patti 
lly. dmavall GUS o AYS Bre 99 pe Srydill jy gles 
planed Ol deed V4 OY dab (andl opal le pat! Coke! 
AB (Lend! Sl davey» 6 (2) Dad! Ups Bayngll 8.2 Y QL 
SLIT sad dninall OL GN (2) BLE CJ 
aS gk le Jl ey we plas sly ¢32ydall 
Se ee as WaLaLs ¢ abl AT oe pail 
: € ely yu d rei? 

al paill ESI ete pe) erty ll dayhl G 
VAAN dag fd degelall Lesdll oquaill JS Ol bee & jal! 
cd lly (Ancient Copies) acral Glbybsll fe erat CLS 
IgiIS deel sopeaidl gard ay 6 gene Ju ee Ulare gl Bt J! 
(Most ancient copies) © Usylasul! dpadin Sflpary elite J | 
Gai lee oy . Cpl tay Hee a Jl Ow J! er tls 
tee 2S IIS LAS jal J} opi a ee ue 
(Aga)! » ISN alae Ys Gall Gort CSV alle » 
SI qa gl «ei, » of dsoly dalS Oyac-t ll as o Le tiney 
VAOY ple LIST oe oy pepeasll pple Iyld «lL! 

vo 


MARK 16 


saw a man sitting on the right 
side, drecsed in a white robe; and they 
were amazed. SAnd he said to them, 


“Do not be emazed; you seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen, he is not here; see the place whcre 
his disci- 


they laid him. 7 Burt go, t 


52 


“He has risen” 


ples and Peter that he is going before 
you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
as he told you.” 8And they went out and 
fled from the tomb; for trembling and 
astonishment had come upon them; and 
they said nothing to any one, for they 
were afraid.* 





from whom he had 


“Osher texts * as Mk 16.9-20 the following passage: 

9 Now when 1 Yj M te :. d fire a 
cast our seven de taal cer iat, ithe Pe pt. Mi But when they 
heard that he wal uP? ai coh seen for, Whey on te Believe i. 


12 After this he appourcd me another form to t:00 of them, as they were walking into the country. VAnd they went 


back aud told the rest, but they did not belicve them, 
14 Afterward he ap; 


and hardness of heart, because they 


MCDAL PO NOMES ded them for thetr unbclicf 
ie! i PMTHE OR saw hun after he visen, 15.4ud he said to them, 


“Ga into all the world und preach the cl to the whole creation. © He tho belicves and is bupticed will be saved; but 
he who does not believe seen: re SET PORTH he Bi 1G clicve: in my name they will 
1 Rete Tongues; i+ u 


cust out demons; they onl 5] 


they will pick up serpents, ar 


ey drink any deadly thing, it 


will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover. 


19 So shen the Lord % 
of God. MAnd they went Forth ai 
by the signs thut attended it. Amen. 
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a NERS oA ARAL BE ond those with him 
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question aries. what have we then as the literary foundation ef eur Bible? 
._@) We have the most ancient copies made from the original mmmuscripts. We mention only three 
ones, 


(2) The Codex Sinaiticus, originally a codex of the Greek Bible belonging to the fourth cen 
from the Soviet sc of Russia 2 1933 by Great Hritaim and is now in the British M a 


(>) The Codez ss > ey 
Jt contains the whole Greek Hibk. .vith the ion of forty lost hmves. 
(ec) The Codex V. 


e yim the Vatican ry at Rome, exiginally contained the whole Bible but 
parts are bet. Written probehiiebest the fourth century. * 
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WHY “ACCORDING TO”? 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


Saint Luke 
? 


tJ 
ORASMUCH as many 
have taken in hand to 
set forth in order a 
declaration! of those things 
which are niost surely believed 
among us, 

2 Even as they delivered 
them unto us, which from the 
beginning were eyewitnesses, 
and ministers of the word: 

3 It seemed good to me also, 
having had perfect under- 
sanding of all things from: 
the very first, to write unto 

in order, most excelicnt 


















THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


Saint 


Matthew 


ST. MATTHEW 9 


Matthew Called AnD | 


9 q@ And as Jesus passed Met 
‘forth from thence, he saw a 

man, named Matthew, sitti 

ihe receipt of custom: apd Mate 
he saith unto him, Follow me. 
“Knd be arose, and followed Tpgyy ? 





ilus, 

4 That thou mightest know 
the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast beer in- 
structed. 


THE GOSPEL A 
ale (5U 


Saint Mark $ Wags LS» 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ? 
: @ 
° ST. JOHN 21-1 
Saint John sprvmte mu 














testifieth of these things, and 
wrote these things: and we. 


H E eo ANDdAI wn’ knee that his testimony is 


aA) 


i ’ The Conclusion 
aot Jonn! 2 ana eyo ay 
other things whi lesus did. _ 
ST. JOHN 19 the Shick? | ‘ty 
35 And that saw it bare wiilten every ume, | suppose 


record, record is true: that even the world itself could 
and hg knows that be saith ot_contain the s_ that 
true, ye might believe. Should be written. Amen. 





-. (8 ACCORDING TO Ale 13» 


THE | 
GOSPEL 


translated 
into Modern English 
by 
J. B. PHILLIPS 
THE GOSPEL OF 
MATTHEW 


Early tradition ascribed this Gospel to the apostle Matthew 
but scholars nowadays almost all reject this view. 
The author, whom we still can _conventently call Matthew, 
has plainly drawn on the mysicnous"Q", which may have 
been @ collection of oral traditions. He has used Mark’ 
Gos ospel freel ly, though he has rearranged the order of events and 
has sw seneval instances used different words for what is plainly 
the same story. The style is luctd, calm and ‘tidy’. Matthew 
S with @ certain judsctousness as though he himself had 
his material and is convinced not only of tts 
rea but of the divine pattern that lies behind the historic facts. 


If Matthew wrote, as is now generally supposed, somewhere 
between 85 and 90, this Gospel’s value as a Christian document 
is enormous. It és, so to speak, @_second generation new of 

the Son of God and the Son of Man. It ts being 
wr'tten at that distance in time from the great Event where sober 
reflection and sturdy conviction can perhaps give a better bal 
anced portrait of God's unique revelation of Himself than could 
be given by those who were so close to the Light that they were 
partly dazzled by st. 
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